











How Do | Send Paperwaork to the Plaintiff?

Any paperwork such as motions, requests for a hearing, appeals,
etc., must be sent to the plaintiff as well as to the court. You can
send those papers to the plaintiff by:

1) delivering it to them in person,
2) mailing it to them using certified or registered mail,
3) using a delivery service such as FedEx or UPS,
") faxing it to them, or
5) sending it by email if the plaintiff provided their email
address for docurr 1t delivery and agreed to email service
in writing.
On the copy you give to the court, you must write down how and
when the paperwork was delivered to the plaintiff.

The plaintiff’s contact information will be available in the
[ tition they filed, which was attached to the cit.tion that you
received.

IMPORTANT - Make sure to keep your address updated with the
court and the other party so that you will receive any paperwork
or notices sent to you.

What if the Plaintiff Owes Me Money?

When the defendant files a claim with the court stating the
plaintiff owes money to the defendant, that is called a
counterclaim. Counterclaims are not allowed in eviction cas-s. If
you feel that the plaintiff owes you money, such as a security
deposit, you would need to file a separate small claims case. For
more information see the information packed on Filing a Small
Claims Case.







judge or jury. You ~=t to ask questions of any witn-sses they call,
which is called cross-examination. You may ask the witnesses
questions that relate to the facts of the case but must remain
calm, polite, and respectful of the court process, even if you
disagt  with what the witness says.

Once the plaintiff has presented all of their witnesses and
evidence, they will rest, which means they are done. It is now
your turn, and you can call any witnesses you have. You can also
testify yourself and show any vidence you may have (such as
documents, contracts, canc-'led ct ks, 1 :eipts, :c.).

Finally, each side can make a final statement, called a closing
argument, wk re you «xplain why you think you should win the
case.

After that, the decision will be made by the jury if there is one,
or by the juc -2 if there is no jury. The decision will be announced
in open court, and a written judgment will be made available.

What if | Don’t Appear for Trial?

If you don’t appear at trial, tt information in the plaintiff’s
sworn [ tition will be taken as tt truth. If they provided enough
information in your petition, they will be awarded a default
judgment.

What Happens if | Lose My Eviction Case?

If the judgment is in favor of the plaintiff, they will be able to
remove you from the property. If you wish, you can file an appeal,
which is a request for the county court to hear the eviction case













